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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE
Nobles,

 I would like to thank the nobility for your 
trust in me as your potentate for 2023. I consider this 
an honor. I am very thankful to have such a great 
Divan that I can depend on and that works so hard 
to make it a great year. Thank each and every one 
of you for stepping it up and for volunteering your 
great service. I would like to welcome Tim Kennedy 
as Outer guard, and Kyle McGeorge as Director.

 Upcoming Events:
•  Feb. 4th is the Uniform Units Chili feed.
• Feb. 11th is Coffeyville Sweetheart Dance and 

Dinner
• Feb. 18th is Independence Sweetheart Dinner 

and Dance
 
 Once again, I am honored to be your 2023 
potentate and look forward to seeing you at some of 
our activities.
 
Your Potentate,

Mark Stapleton
Potentate 2023

All Shriners and their ladies, 

  I would like to introduce myself as the first 
Lady of Mirza for 2023. I would like to extend my 
sincere thank you to all that helped make the night of 
installation a big, big success.

  We are looking forward to a very successful 
year of 2023. As you already have seen my first lady 
project is very different items that my wonderful 
husband, your potentate, Mark has made. Examples 
of items range anywhere from pins, coffee scoops, ice 
cream scoops, pizza cutters, key chains, and peanuts. 
These items will be sold at all the visitations. 
 
 My pen this year is an angel. I have loved all 
angels my whole life. My theme is “every child should 
have a guardian angel.

Hope to see everyone soon. Hope to see everyone at 
the visitations.
 
Sincerely,

Vicky Stapleton
First lady 2023
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We Might Call Him our 
Potentate, But some call Him 

“Papa”! 

Illustrious Sir and First Lady with their Two Grandsons.
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MIRZA SHRINE INSTALLS NEW POTENTATE

January 18th 2023 marked a new chapter in the 
history of Mirza Shrine with the installation of Mark 
Stapleton as the 115th Potentate of Mirza Shrine. 
Illustrious Sir Stapleton, Oswego, was “fezzed” by First 
Lady Vicky during the installation ceremony held at 
the conclusion of the temple’s Annual Meeting. 

Stapleton, 61, of Oswego is a member of Altamont 
Masonic Lodge #69 and joined Mirza Shrine in May, 
2012. He was appointed to Divan officer line in 2017 
by Ill. Sir Mike Hamman, progressing through the 
Divan line until his election as Potentate on December 
21st, 2022. In addition to First Lady Vicky, Potentate 
Stapleton was joined at the installation ceremony by 
sons Justin and Lady Yvonne, Oswego, and Christopher 
and Lady Lauren, of Hiwasse, AR. 

Potentate Stapleton appointed two new officers to 
the Divan, Tim Kennedy as Outer Guard and Kyle 
McGeorge as Director. 

Tim Kennedy, Chanute, is a member of Vulcan 
Masonic Lodge #229, Walnut and joined Mirza in 
2021. He is married to Lady Sheila and they delight 
in their several grandchildren. Kennedy owns a 
classic MG car and is a member of Mirza’s MG Unit. 
He enjoys hunting, fishing and other outdoor sports 
and activities. Tim’s father Joe and grandfather Harry 
Kennedy are both Shriners and Tim plans to carry on 
the family tradition. 

Kyle McGeorge, Girard, is a member of Marvin A. 
Armstrong Masonic Lodge #187, Pittsburg and joined 
Mirza in 2019. Kyle grew up watching Shriners in 
parades and has always wanted to be a Shriner. He 
is a member of the Mirza Chefs and joined Mirza to 
take part in raising funds for the treatment of kids in 
Shriners Hospitals. 

Other Temple officers elected or appointed are as 
follows: Mike Cotter, Joplin, MO, Chief Rabban, Don 
Wheeler, Ft. Scott, Assistant Rabban, Fred Apt III, 
Iola, High Priest & Prophet, Joe Williford, Mulberry, 
Oriental Guide, Randy McKee, Lamar, MO Treasurer, 
Darrell Orender, Past Potentate, Oronogo, MO, 
Recorder, Jason Johnson, Joplin, MO, 1st Ceremonial 
Master, Kevin King, Cherryvale, 2nd Ceremonial 
Master, Marty Werner, Chanute, Marshall and Don 
Kennedy, Chanute, Captain of the Guard. 

Tim Kennedy, 
Newly Appointed

Outer guard

Kyle McGeorge
Newly Appointed

Director
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2022 Past Potentate Message
 
 What a whirlwind of a year! 
I cannot begin to thank everyone for 
the support during this last year, as 
well as the years that have led up to 
my being Potentate.  My lady and 
I greatly appreciate each and every 
one of you. 
 
 As I look back on the 
highlights from the Potentates Ball, 
Imperial Session in Minneapolis, 
Shrine Bowl in Pittsburg and CSSA 
in Wichita, it was a great year. 
During the last several years, as a 
member of the Divan, my favorite 
part has been getting to hang out 
with my old friends and meet new 
friends! I feel so bless to have such 
great friends here at Mirza and 
around the country. I am proud 
of the accomplishments that were 
made during 2022. 
 
 Lastly, I want to congratulate 
Mark on becoming Mirza’s newest 
Potentate and the rest of the Divan 
who will serve Mirza this year. I 
know you will all do a fantastic job 
and I look forward to supporting 
you as you have supported me. 
Again, thank you for everything 
that you do for Mirza and for your 
support to “Keep Doin’ What 
We Do in 2022”!

Fraternally, 

Jeff Thyer
Mirza Potentate 2022

2022Past First Lady 
Message

 I want to thank everyone 
for the privilege of serving as 
your First Lady this last year. The 
support from the Ladies of Mirza 
and especially the Divan Ladies 
has been amazing. 
The support for the Cookbook 
Project exceeded my expectations! 

 My favorite part of serving 
on the Divan for the last several 
years has been getting to know so 
many of you! Each of you hold a 
very special place in my heart!

 Congratulations to First 
Lady Vicky and the other Divan 
Ladies! I know you will have a 
great year! 

 Thank you again for the 
honor to serve. Let’s continue 
to “Eat, Drink and Be 
Happy”!

Sincerely, 

Susanna Thyer
Mirza First Lady 2022

PUBLICATION 192 VOL. 52 ISSUE NO. 1
The MIRZAN MAGAZINE

is published quarterly by Mirza Shriners
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Darrell Orender Recorder
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We get to know you first, then figure out 
how to help you work toward your goals.

Tree Mulkin 
Financial Advisor

2597 S Broadway Suite B 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 
620-231-8604

Member SIPC
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KICK-OFF CLUB
By Darrell Orender, PP, 
Secretary-Treasurer

 Nobles & Ladies! The 
2023 Kansas Shrine Bowl game 
year is already underway! The 
teams have been selected and we 
have several players and a coach 
from Mirza Land. Ad sales and 
player sponsorships are now being   
solicited and we encourage each 
club & unit participate to the 
extent possible. 

 The 2022 game in Pittsburg 
was successful and the Kansas 
Shrine Bowl was allowed to remit 
$5,000 to each Kansas Shine 
Temple’s transportation fund. We 
received ours at Mirza and are 
putting its to good and intended 
use.

 The Divan visitation to 
the Kick-Off Club will be held at 
Cedar Lodge #103 in Chanute on 
Tuesday, March 21. Please make 
your reservations through the 
Mirza office so we can have an 
accurate headcount. 

(Continued)

Kick-Off Club (Cont.)

 Due to scheduling conflicts, 
the Players Appreciation Banquet 
will be held earlier this year. It will 
be Sunday, April 2nd, so please 
mark that on your calendar. Please 
make your reservations through the 
Mirza office and plan to come out 
and show out players, parents and 
coaches that Mirza supports them. 

 The game will be in Hays this 
year. We understand the “nightmare 
hotel” from the last time the game 
was in Hays has been torn down and 
better accommodations are now 
available. Hays really is not the end 
of the world, but we understand if 
you look to the West, you can see it 
at sunset. 

 All Mirza Nobles are 
members of the Kick-Off Club, so 
come out and support your Club, 
our players, band and the 50th 
Kansas Shrine Bowl!

Es Salamu Elikum,
Darrell 

CRAWFORD COUNTY 
SHRINE CLUB
By Darrell Orender, PP, President

Welcome to 2023! Crawford 
County Shrine Club didn’t get 
off to a rousing start. We had 
to cancel our January meeting 
due to expected weather. The 
prediction turned out to be worse 
than the actual conditions (for 
which we’re thankful) but we still 
missed out on our first meeting 
of the year. However, we will be 
ready in February for our Divan 
visitation. We encourage all 
Crawford County S/C members 
to come and greet our Divan. 
Bring a guest.

We appreciate and welcome our 
Nile Princesses when they can 
come and join us for a tasty repast 
before their meetings. We like 
spoiling you. We hope you will 
bring your Noble with you. They 
are always welcome. 

We are working hard and trying 
to be creative to keep meal 
costs down while providing 
good meals. Any help and/or 
suggestions members may have in 
that regard would be appreciated. 

See you at Mirza on fourth 
Wednesdays!

Darrell 



1812 North Broadway
Pittsburg, KS  66762

(620)231-2309

Hours:
Mon - Sat 

9am to 11pm 
Sun Noon to 8pm

Let Pairott Head Liquor make your 
wedding or special event something 

you will always remember. The 
finest of champagne, domestic or 

craft beer, wine, and even cigars can 
turn an ordinary event into the 

party of your dreams. We will help 
you plan any event or occasion like 
it was our own. With a little infor-
mation we can ensure you get the 

most out your budget…
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DIRECTOR’S STAFF
By Darrell Orender, PP, Secretary

 It’s 2023 and your Director’s 
Staff is already in action making 
plans for a great year of fellowship. 
We’re already getting ready to have 
some “Fun Time” guiding our 
Novices across the hot sands of the 
desert to the joys of Shrinedom. 

 Ceremonial is April 29th, 
so we still have time to round up 
those candidates. In the meantime, 
there will be a host of activities to 
enjoy. Take advantage of them. 
Enjoy the fun and fellowship that is 
Shrinedom. It’s just not the same if 
you are not there!

IT IS AN 
HONOR TO 

BELONG

All Nobles who are veterans of the 
Armed Forces, Reserve Units, 

Merchant Marine, or current active  
service are eligible to join. 

If you are interested in joining contact the o�ce. 
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A. Lusker Masonry, LLC

452 S 210th St 
Frontenac, Kansas 66763
(620) 235-6685
www.luskermasonry.com

Message from the:
Chief Rabban

Hello, Nobles and Ladies. First, I 
want to express my gratitude for 
your trust and support as your 
Chief Rabban for the 2023 Shrine 
Year. I also want to discuss some of 
the things we doing for the Shrine 
Center and some of the things we 
will be facing this year and into the 
future. 
As some of you may know Darrell 
Orender was again elected as 
Recorder for Mirza Shrine. He said 
he would take the position one last 
time for the 2023 year. Darrell has 
been doing a wonderful job for 
Mirza getting things straightened 
out and running smoothly. Due to 
Darrell’s notice that he will not seek 
nor will he accept the position for 
the 2024 or future Shrine years we 
need to find another Recorder as 
soon as we can. 

There are a few things that must be 
considered. 
1. The Noble interested in the 
position will need to work with 
Darrell for a bit of time to be able to 
hit the ground running. 
2. The Noble should have 
good computer skills. (Email, Word 
processing, Spreadsheets) Anyone 
not having all these skills but is 
willing to learn can be taught what 
they need to know to make it work.
We have a great Secretary working 
in the office who is and will be a 
great resource for our Recorder. 
I will also be talking about this at all 
of the Divan Visitations, so please 
come to your clubs Divan Visit. 
If you yourself is interested or you 
know someone that would make 
a great Recorder please contact 
me. Mike Cotter Chief Rabban 
MCotter@MirzaShrine.com or 704-
267-5211 cell. 

 Director staff is preparing to raff le off a 
red cedar glider $5 a ticket or five tickets 
for $20. See a director staff near you for 

tickets!

2023 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 21st – Divan Visitation
Chanute Masonic Lodge
April 2nd – Players Banquet
Mirza Shrine, Pittsburg
(Call for Reservations)
June 20th – Meeting
Final Planning for Shrine Bowl
July 9th – Players Feed
Ottawa, KS
July 13th – Hospital Experience
Hays, KS
July 13th – Hamburger Feed
Hays, KS
July 14th – Players Banquet
Hays, KS
July 15th – SHRINE BOWL GAME
Hays, KS
September 19th – Election of Officers
Iola Lodge, Iola, KS
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Message from the:
Asst. Rabban
Greeting Fellow Nobles,
 
       This year I was honored to 
be elected to serve Mirza as your 
Assistant Rabban.  Thank you.
 
       As your Assistant Rabban, I 
have been tasked with Chairing our 
annual Onion Sales.  This is one 
of Mirza’s largest fundraisers. It is 
also an opportunity for our Clubs 
and Units to make money too.  Last 
year with everyone’s help Mirza 
made around $17k and over $5k 
was rebated to the Clubs and Units 
that participated.  This year we need 
your help again.  Details are still 
being worked out and they will be 
shared as I get them.  Do not let 
this stop you from lining up sales.  
Speak with your local restaurants, 

they are already purchasing onions 
from somewhere, why not us?
 
        The second project that I have 
is the Four States Farm Show.  This 
will be the 3rd year that Mirza has 
participated.  The dates are Friday 
May 19, Saturday May 20, and 
Sunday May 21.  This event is held 
on the Pitt State campus and Mirza 
will be inside out of the weather in 
the Plaster Center behind Weede 
Gymnasium.  We will be in the 
same booth as the last two years 
in the northwest corner.  This is an 
exceptional opportunity for us to 
present Masonry and Shrinedom 
to the general public.   We will be 
selling Gun Raffle Tickets, Onions, 
and Candy Bars to those who come 
by our booth.  I will need help 
working our booth.  I am requesting 
for two-hours of your time.  If the 

weather is good, we can expect over 
10,000 people to come by our booth 
in those three days.
 
       I will be the rep to the Chanute 
Shrine Club, Hardly Able, MG’s, 
and Past Masters.  Sue and I look 
forward to seeing each of you that 
have to put up with me (except Matt 
Rutledge).
 
       Finally, I am still a Trustee for 
the Kansas Masonic Foundation.  If 
you have any questions concerning 
KMF programs let me know.
 
               Don Wheeler
               Trophy Husband
               620-215-0346

2023 DIVAN VISITATION TO CLUBS
All times are evening Social / Dinner

January 24th   Tri-County County S/C     Yates Center Lodge 
February 8th   Linn/Bourbon County S/C   Mound City Fairgrounds 
February 14th   Labette County Shrine Club   Parsons Lodge 
February 22nd  Crawford County Shrine Club  Mirza
March 1st     Chanute Shrine Club      Chanute Lodge 
March 6th     Independence Shrine Club    Independence Lodge 
March 13th    Coffeyville Shrine Club     Shrine Barn
March 16th    C-K Shrine Club        Galena Lodge
March 21st    Kick-Off Club         Chanute Lodge

MIRZAN & FACEBOOK

All articles, pictures and 
advertising are to be received by 
the Mirza Office. Files may be 
turned into the office or emailed to: 
jjohnson@mirzashriners.com

MIRZAN Deadlines: January 28th, 
March 18th, June 17th and 
September 9th. Please note holiday 
events need to be submitted for 
the September issue.

FACEBOOK: Items for Facebook 
may be submitted to the office any 
time or via email to: jjohnson@
mirzashriners.com

SPECIAL UNIT ASSIGNMENTS
Easter Egg Hunt
Wind Wizards

Mirza Family Picnic
Mirza Chefs

Sporting Clay Shoots
Provost Guard
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Hello Ladies!

This article is to invite you to our 
First Ladies Luncheon taking place 
on March 4 at 1pm.  Since this date is 
so early, I knew that I would not see 
all of you in person so I am putting 
out the call here to personally invite 
you to celebrate with us on Vicky’s 

special day!!  Please make your 
reservations with the office before 
February 20, 2023 so we can call the 
caterer!!  I really hope to see all of 
you there!!

Cheryl Cotter
Chief Rabbans Lady 

ARTICLES NEEDED
Clubs, Units, Nobles and 
Ladies. WE need articles 
for the Mirzan. Do you 
have information or a 
subject you think would 
go well in the Mirzan? 
Please let us know we 
would love to include it. 
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ONIONS ARE COMING!!!!! 
More information will be put out as we get it. We will still have the same mix of products listed below.

5 pound bag 10 pound bag Peach Salsa

Blossom Kit Onion Cooker Batter Mix

Seasoning
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2023
Temple Activities

Mark Stapleton ................Membership
Mike Cotter.......................Mirzan Booster
Don Wheeler.....................Onions
        CCS Duties
         Farm Show 
Fred Apt............................Sportsman’s Event                                  
Darrell Orender PP...........Temple Office Mgt.
Joe Williford......................FezTival of Trees
Jason Johnson............Whiskey/Wine @ Shrine
        Mirzan
        Media /    
            Facebook
        Membership
Kevin King.........................Auction Dinner
         Kids Night Out
         Membership
Marty Werner.....................Golf Tournament
                               Mirza Picnic/Campout
Don Kennedy......................Clay shoot
Tim Kennedy..................Bucking for the kids
          Candy bar sales
Kyle McGeorge...................Ceremonials
Rusty Whitson ..................Pray for the temple
Randy McKee......................Wall of honor

Check your Calendars
or Mirza’s Facebook page 

For more Information:
https://mirzashriners.com/calendar/

Nothing Says "Sweet"Nothing Says "Sweet"
Better Than Chocolate!Better Than Chocolate!

Stop By And Pickup 
"The World's Finest Chocolate"

ONLY $1ea.ONLY $1ea.
Available In Milk Chocolate, Caramel, Crisp, 

Almond & Dark Chocolate Bars.

The World's Finest Chocolate Bars Are Available 
NOW At The Mirza Center At 105 West 5th Street 

- In Pittsburg, Kansas

How You Can Help!
There Are So Many Ways You Can Help Support Shriners & Our Efforts Helping Children In-Need & 

Communities We Serve!  Here Are Three Ways You Can Help:

For Donations Less Than $500, Consider Making A One-Time Donation.
For A Donation Of $500, Leave A Lasting Legacy For Yourself, Or A loved One, Through The Purchase Of A 

Plaque(s) To Be Displayed On Our “Wall Of Honor”.
For Donations Greater Than $500, Our Ultimate Gifting Program Is “The Golden Fez Honor”*
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In Memorial
When Allah calls then our freinds obey, And fold their tents 

and steal away. To the land where the crystal waters flow, 
Where the palms of Allah grow. 

These We Do Not Forget

Harold Gene Boswell  Pittsburg, KS  10/29/2022
Mike Hamman, P.P.  Yates Center, KS 11/162022
Merle A. Beckman  Mound City, KS 8/3/2022 *11/21/2022
Melburn “Bud” Barnes Fredonia, KS  11/19/2022 
William “Bill” Miller  Broken Arrow, OK *11/28/2022 
Dan Salisbury   Coffeyville, KS 11/27/2022 
Dee R. Ward   Pittsburg, KS  12/28/2022 
Steve R. Ward   Pittsburg, KS  1/22/2023 
Herbert Matlock  Erie, KS   1/23/2023 
                                                                                                    *(Office Notified date)

MIRZA STATED MEETING
Official Call of the Potentate

April 19th, 2023 at 7:00 PM
Notice is hereby given that the Stated Session of Mirza Shriners will be held at the 

Shrine Center for the transaction of such business as may come before the Nobility

Mark Stapleton, Potentate
Darrell Orender, PP, Recorder

MIRZA STATED MEETING DINNER
April 19th, 2023 at 6:15 PM

Join your Shrine friends at Mirza for a complimentary dinner and fellowship before the Stated 
Meeting

HOSPITAL DADS MEETING
Mirza Shrine Center

April 19th, 2023 at 5:30 PM 
Prior to Dinner & Stated Meeting  



BOOSTERS HONOR ROLL
This space features names of person’s who have made a contribution toward making our

MIRZAN MAGAZINE - the finest in Shrinedom.
To be added to the list for one year mail $10.00 per name to:

Mirza Shriners: PO Box 776, Pittsburg, KS 66762
Thank You for your support!
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