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2021 Potentate’s Message
Nobles,
Another Shrine year
has
begun, and I would like to thank
the nobility for the support that
you have shown me throughout
the
years. I am humbled and honored to serve as your 2021
Potentate. I am very thankful for the Divan, who is already
hard at work, to help me make this year a success. Please
help me welcome our new divan members. They are:
Jeremy Marshall, 1st Ceremonial Master, Joe Williford,
Director, Randy McKee, Marshal, Jason Johnson, Captain
of the Guard, and Kevin King, the Outer Guard.
Thank you to all that came to the Installation on
Saturday. For those that wasn’t able to come, know that
we understand, and you were missed. I am humbled by
the donations given by the different clubs and units. I will
use it to the best of my ability for the good of the Temple.
A lot of the visitations have been postponed to another
time. Chanute Shrine Club will be the first visitation
on March 3, 2021. Tri County, Linn County, Bourbon
County, and Crawford County have all been moved. If
any of the clubs feel uncomfortable having the Divan visit,
please reach out to the Recorder, Ill’ Sir Darrell Orender,
so that we can reschedule or cancel.
April 3, 2021 we will try to have our annual Easter
Egg Hunt in Pittsburg at Lincoln Park. We always look
forward to having all the kids, hunting for their eggs.
Our Potentate’s trip to Puerta Vallarta Mexico is
planned for August. The trip presentation will be March
21, 2021 at 2PM. If you’re interested, hope you’ll join us.
I want to give back to the Nobility this year. So, on
May 22, we plan to have an auction dinner, to be held at
the Temple. Hospitality starts at 6pm. Admission is an
auction item. Your dinner and drinks will be provided for
the evening, along with some good old fashion fun and
entertainment. Hope to see you there.
We don’t want to forget about the Mirza Picnic scheduled
for May 30th, to be held at Lincoln Park at 2pm. Can’t wait
to see everyone.
I’m looking forward to this year, it may take a bit to get
started, but once we do, we’re headed for a lot of fun in 21.
Thank you for all you do,
Tom Zortz, Potentate

The Mirzan

2021 FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE
Oh my, what just happened? It
seems just yesterday I was the
Outer Guard’s lady, now look
where we are. I would like to
thank the MG Unit for hosting
our reception after Installation.
Sharon Matlock and all her
helpers did such a wonderful job. We appreciate all of
you so much!!
For all of you bakers, we will be selling pecans for $15
a pound, coming from Circle’s Pecans, contact any of
the Divan Ladies to place an order and we will make
sure you get your order as soon as possible. When we
get back to having visitation we will have wonderful,
yummy pies, made by our very own Barbara Circle, for
a silent auction.
Through the years, I have met so many amazing
people, and now, you have all become very special to
me. With your help and guidance, I will do my best to
represent Mirza as your First Lady.
Hopefully we can get back on track and get to visit
all the clubs. Can’t wait to see everyone again. We miss
you!!
Just remember,
TEAM WORK MAKES THE DREAM WORK
Your First Lady of Mirza,
Dee Zortz

DOES YOUR UNIT OR CLUB NEED
NEW MEMBERS?
NEW NOBLES ARE LOOKING FOR
A”HOME”,
REACH OUT TO THEM!!
If you are interested in a New Member list for
your Unit or Club
please contact the Mirza Office at 620-231-4180

Mirza’s Web Address
www.MirzaShriners.com

The Mirzan
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PAST POTENTATE’S
MESSSAGE
What just happened? It appears that what I was
anticipating and
looking forward too for many years just came and
went before we all
had time to enjoy it, lol. Being entrusted with the
position of
Potentate of MIRZA Shrine for the 2020 year is
one of the highest
honors a man could have, it will remain as a very
humbling honor for
the rest of my days, for that I thank each and
every one of you that
help me along and prepared me for such an
important position of trust
then supported the decisions we had to make
from time to time.
As the transition of the 2021 MIRZA Divan is
now complete and
installed, we must all stay focused on doing the
best that we can that
will ensure each and every one of us the best
future possible in
Shrinedom and our own daily ventures. All this
being said, I do look
forward to helping and participating in whatever
places would benefit
our great fraternity for years and years to come!
Again, thanks to
all that had a hand in this wonderful journey.
2020 Past Potentate
Rick Horn

FROM THE RECORDER’S DESK
Darrell Orender, PP
Greetings! The new year is well underway and I know your
2021 Divan is ready & anxious to “hit the road.” We have
several new Divan members who are already working for
Mirza and they are anxious to get to know our Mirza Nobles & Ladies. We trust the pandemic threat will continue
to ease so we can resume Shrine Club visitations.
At press time, many of the events on your calendar will still
go forward. I encourage each Noble & Lady to check the
Temple calendar and plan to enjoy the fellowship Mirza
offers, if they feel comfortable in doing so.
As this is being written, your elected delegates and this
humble scribe are preparing to attend the CSSA Business
Session in Oklahoma City. Plans are underway for the
CSSA Ceremonial Session August 19-21. We should be
able to report on the session at the April Stated Meeting.
I could not close this column without a note of sorrow.
We have lost several people that we knew, loved & worked
with and thought they “would always be there.” To avoid
missing anyone, I won’t name names. I’m sure each one
has lost someone and is enduring their own private grief.
Our loved ones have been lifted above this transitory existence to the eternal care of He who doeth all things well.
Wherefore, comfort one another with these words. (1
Thessalonians 4:18)
Fraternally,
Darrell

Hospital Dad Meeting
Hospital Dads will meet

April 21st
@

5:30 pm
Prior to Dinner and Stated Meeting
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Dear Clubs & Units of Mirza Shrine:
It is Onion time again. Over the past few years our onion sales have faltered and with 2020 and COVID, sales
were at the lowest we have ever seen for Mirza Shrine. Due to onion cost and shipping cost, the price per bag has
gone up from $11 last year to $12 this year. This increase is not just within Mirza but all around our area. This
year we have a few new items to add to our sales. (please see enclosed product list) In the past, we have given
clubs and units a rebate for ordering and pre-paying for their onions. We again will be doing so. Any club or unit
within Mirza Shrine that orders and pays for that order within 14 days of the delivery date will receive a $7.00
per master bag rebate on their order. This can really add up. A club or unit selling 4,000 pounds of onions would
get $700.00. If you have questions please feel free to call me at 704-267-5211. We must have orders turned in by
the 21st of April.
Sincerely,
Mike Cotter
High Priest and Prophet

The Mirzan
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2021 Mirza Unit Assignments
Jeff Thyer 				
C-K Clowns
					
Wind Wizards
Mark Stapleton
ardly Able Fire Dept.
Mike Cotter			
Past Masters
Don Wheeler				
MG’s
Jeremy Marshall			
Director’s Staff
Thomas Circle				
SEKATS
Randy McKee				
Provost Guard
					
Oriental Band
Jason Johnson				
Chefs
				
Three Wheelers
Kevin King 				
Krazy Karts
					

Mirza’s Web Address
www.MirzaShriners.com

Living Past Potentates

Donald Badders .......1989
Tommy Thompson ..1991
Jerry Skidmore .........1992
Francis DeMott ........1994
Randy Vogts .............1996
Johnny Gillham .......1997
Warren Rhuems ......2000
Paul Uttley ................2001
Gerald Hardy ...........2002
Jerry James ...............2004
Darrell Orender ......2005
Jerry Allison.............2006

John L. Lair .............2007
David Titus .............2008
Stan Jahay ...............2009
Les Thomas .............2011
David Hensley ........2012
Jim Kepley ...............2013
David Smith ............2014
Ron Venus ...............2015
Terry Quarles ..........2016
Mike Hamman .......2017
Randy Ervin ............2018
Mike Carnes.............2019
Rick Horn.................2020

PUBLICATION 186 VOL. 50 ISSUE NO. 1
The MIRZAN MAGAZINE
is published quarterly by Mirza Shriners
110 W 5th • PO Box 776 • Pittsburg, KS 66762
Phone: (620) 231-4180 • Fax: (620) 231-4261
Email: mirzashriners@kscoxmail.com
Website: www.mirzashriners.com
Facebook.com/mirzashriners
Tom Zortz Illustrious Potentate
Darrell Orender Recorder

Mirza Chocolate Bars

Almond, Crisp, Carmel, Wafer, and Dark Chocolate
Bars Available from Clubs
and Units
Also available at Mirza
Office $1.00 each
YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE!!
go to www.MirzaShriners.com
Click on Pay Dues
There is a $3.30 convenience fee.

MIRZA MEDIA MASTERS
Does your Club or Unit need assistance with
advertising? Let us help!
We can help you with the following:
• Event Flyers
• Facebook
• Page on the Mirza Website
• Videos to advertise events
Contact us at
MCotter@MirzaShriners.com
Mike Cotter at (704) 267-5211

2021 CALL PARADES
June 26th Shrine Bowl @ Hutchinson
Aug 28th CSSA @ Oklahoma City
Sept 4th Thayer Homecoming
Sept 25th Chanute - Artist Alley
Oct 2nd Mirza Cerimonial
Oct 16th PSU Homecoming
Oct 30th Independence - Neowallah

Line-up...... Starts

09:00 am 10:00 am
09:00 am 10:00 am
09:00 am 10:00 am
10:00 am 11:00 am
10:00 am 11:00 am
09:00 am 10:00 am
10:00 am 11:00 am

Per bylaw any unit wanting to
parade outside of Shrine Call
Parades must attain the current
Potentate’s permission.
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A. Lusker Masonry, LLC
452 S. 210th Street
Frontenac, KS 66763

The Mirzan
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Shrine Prayer
Our Gracious Heavenly Father, Supreme Architect of
the Universe.
We come humbly into your presence as Masons and
Shriners to ask your blessing on this gathering. We
pray that you will guide our deliberations here and
that our thoughts and actions will be pleasing in thy
sight. Dispel any discord that may here arise.
We ask O Lord, that your hand of healing and grace
be extended to the children under our care, for of
such is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Beltone Hearing Aid Centers
603 N. BOADWAY - PITTSBURG, KS 66762
620-232-1960
“The most trusted brand in hearing instraments for
over 75 years”
Midwest beltone.com
Illinois - Kansas - Missouri - Tennessee

We ask for your hand of protection to rest on each
one when we depart this place for our place of
respective places of abode.
Finally, we ask your blessing on the food we are
about to receive. May it be a nourishment to our
bodies and give us strength to continue in every good
work.
We ask these things in your Holy Name,
Amen

MIRZA Stated Meeting Dinner
April 21st 2021

beginning at 6:15 p.m.

Plan to join your Shrine friends at Mirza for a complimentary
dinner and fellowship before the stated meeting.
Ladies will eat with the men, then go upstairs for Ladies Program.

MIRZA Stated Meeting
Official Call of the Potentate
April 21st 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

Notice is hereby given that the scheduled Stated Session of Mirza Shriners, will be held at the Shrine Center for the
transaction of such business as may come before the Shrine Center. Tom Zortz, Potentate, Darrell Orender, Recorder
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Club & Unit News
Hardly Able Fire Co

By Johnny Gillham, P.P., Sec
Well what a year this has been. It is plain to see that
the best laid plans can be derailed by issues that we
have no control over. Our hope and prayers are that
some semblance of normal will return soon.
Our unit was able to meet a few times this year early
in the year and a few in the late mid year. When we
did fun and fellowship was in great abundance. We
thank Brother Danny and Lady Ginny for providing
excellent meals for our group.

Independence Shrine club.
The Independence Shrine club has met a limited
amount of times due to the current COVID situation. With the cancellation of the annual Neewolah
celebration this past October our activities have been
somewhat limited. We did get to elected officers.
They are: Rusty Whitson President, Kevin King V.P.
Jerry Allison PP will serve as Secretary/Treasurer.
Typically, our club host a sweetheart dinner dance in
February, however, with the current restrictions on
large gatherings that has been postponed until next
year. We are, however very excited about several new
masonic members in the pipeline that have expressed
an interest in joining our organization once they have
met their Masonic qualifications. Their interest in
our organization is a welcomed feeling in this time
of unknown. It just shows that in tough times we still
belong to a great organization
Kevin King

Next MIRZAN Deadline June 18th 2021

Our unit paraded at the Thayer Homecoming Parade
and the Iola Farm City Days Parade. We had a good
showing of firemen at both places. We also need to
thank Mama C”s at Thayer for the after hospitality
and the Iola Masonic Lodge for providing hospitality
at Iola. Both parades had a good number of spectators
in attendance especially since the Covid outbreak has
closed and affected so many things
On a bright note we did gain 3 new unit members
during the year; Noble Marty Werner, Noble Fred
Apt and Noble Matt Rutledge. It is always good to
have additions to our unit and we do appreciate their
support for our Fraternity.
On a sad note the Black Camel visited and took Noble
Bill McAdams. Bill was a great supporter and charter
member of the unit and fraternity of Shriners. He is
and will be missed by many.
In closing we Thank Illustrous Sir Rick Horn and
Lady Tonya for their efforts this year during some
very trying circumstances. We wish them well in their
future endeavors.
This is also the time when the gavel of authority is
passed on to the next incoming Potentate, therefore
we congratulate Noble Tom Zortz and Lady Dee as
they ascend to the head of Mirza Shrine for the year
2021.

The Mirzan
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When Allah calls then our freinds obey, And fold their tents
and steal away. To the land where the crystal waters flow,
Where the palms of Allah grow.
Robert Johnson		
Ft. Scott, KS		
9/4/2019
Harley R. Smith		
Grove, OK		
5/20/2020
Don Clark			Altamont, KS		12/25/2020
Ron Schommer		
Chanute, KS		
1/4/2021
Keith Carr			Pittsburg, KS		1/7/2021
Michael Lewark		
Pittsburg, KS		
2/24/2021
Marvin Dunham		
Havana, KS		
2/25/2021

These We Do Not Forget

KANSAS SHRINE BOWL REVIEW

Good day Nobles. I would like to take this opportunity to say “THANK YOU” for the ride! In 2008 Illustrious
Sir David Titus informed me that Mike Cook had completed his 12 years on the Kansas Shrine Bowl Board of
Directors and asked if I would be interested in the position. I readily agreed as I had been working the game
for quite a few years. When I became a Noble in 1990 at Mirza R.D. Scott, George Lawson, and a few others
thought that I would enjoy being a part of the Kick-Off Club to support the Kansas Shrine Bowl game. They
were absolutely correct! In those days there were about 15 or 20 Nobles that met in different locations for meals
and fellowship at some of the smallest towns and diners that you could imagine! The Potentates of the 90’s were
very instrumental in my involvement in the game activities. I served on the All Temple Committee from the
first game I attended (1990) up to the time I was asked to fill a BIG pair of shoes when Noble Mike’s 12 were
up. There have been a lot of challenges and changes in the years, but none any more drastic as we have going on
during these times.
During my years on the Board I have had the pleasure of working with some of the most dedicated Nobles across
the state of Kansas. They are dedicated to the Hospitals, the Children, their Temples, the participants of the game
and Shrinedom in general. The Directors from across the state are a diverse group of men with one goal in mind.
Raise money for Shriners Hospitals for Children is what they strive to do.
I have seen many changes in leadership among the Board, from Directors fulfilling their 12 years, the Black
Camel took a few, to the changes to our Executive Director. When I started in 1990 we had an Executive Director with a few years under his belt and he lasted several more years after that, having served about 30 years in the
position. I saw a few short timers try to do the job, to no avail. We now have on Board a very dedicated man
in the position who is now under contract for the next three years. His ability was tested with the COVID issue
for the 2020 game in Topeka and he helped lead the Board and participants to a somewhat Moral victory for the
Kids. We did make a small profit for the Hospital donation. 2021 in Hutchinson we will still have issues with
COVID restrictions and we will overcome them as well. But we need the support of ALL nobles across the state
to be successful. So PLEASE Nobles, when your ticket packets arrive send your donation to support the Kids.
Without the Nobility of Kansas, we can’t get the job done.
2021 in Hutch will be my last game on the Board so once again, THANKS FOR THE RIDE, it has been my Honor and pleasure to serve Mirza as an All Temple Committeeman and as Director for the last 12 years. It has been
a very rewarding adventure in my life. Thanks for all of the support I have received from so, so many! May God
Bless our Kids, our Country and the Nobility of Kansas.
Steve Aemisegger, KSB Director 2009-2021
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BOOSTERS HONOR ROLL

This space features names of person’s who have made a contribution toward making our
MIRZAN MAGAZINE - the finest in Shrinedom.
To be added to the list for one year mail $10.00 per name to:
Mirza Shriners: PO Box 776, Pittsburg, KS 66762
Thank You for your support!

The Mirzan

The Mirzan
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