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DIVAN NOTES
By Darrell Orender, PP, Recorder

As someone who gets close-up view, I can tell you that your 2021 Divan certainly is not a bunch of Couch
Potatoes!! It is an enthusiastic, hard-working and cohesive bunch of Nobles and Ladies, from the Potentate down
to the Outer Guard. Thanks to their hard work as well as that of our Nobility, our onion sales, booth at the Four
State Farm Show and dinner & auction have all been successful. Our Sportsman’s Event ticket sales and day-of
plans are moving along, but the Divan still needs YOUR help selling tickets for this important fundraiser.
Several of your Divan are officers in their respective clubs & units as well. Marshall Randy McKee is on the CSSA
Provost Guard officer line, and Director Joe Williford and Outer Guard Kevin King are Uniform Units officers.
We do find time for occasional fun. Like most units, we had a unit getaway in Branson June 11-13. CCS (Assistant
Rabban) Mark Stapleton & Lady Vicky hosted a fun weekend. There is a popular misconception that the temple
pays for the Divan activities. That is not the case. Period. The Divan members pay Uniform Units dues, temple
dues and their own expenses at visitations and Divan meetings. The only exceptions to this are the three elected
representatives (Potentate, Chief & Assistant Rabbans) attending the CSSA Business & Ceremonial Sessions,
and to send the Recorder to the Imperial Session. These expenses are voted on and authorized at the Annual
Meeting. Mirza is reimbursed by Imperial for the expenses of our three elected representatives, although Mirza
does front those expenses in most cases.
We still have half of the year to go, and rest assured that your 2021 Divan will be out there, working for Mirza. We
have several new faces this year. Please take time to get acquainted with them and their Ladies. They certainly
want to meet you!!
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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE

FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE

Halfway done and still having fun in 21. I can’t believe it,
but the year is half over, seems like yesterday I was being
elected and installed and now look where we are. Thanks to
everyone who helped make the ball an awesome evening.
Good friends, food and entertainment, who could ask for
anything more. If you didn’t make the Auction Dinner,
you missed out. I asked the Divan Ladies to take charge
of this event, and they didn’t disappoint. Thank you ladies
for a great event. The Sportsman Event is on August 7 at
the Shrine Center. Please get your tickets sold and money
turned in to the office. Thank you for supporting this event.
Hope to see you there, we always have a good time. July
17th is the Uniformed Units Bingo night at 6 pm at Mirza.
Bring your family and friends. I promise you’ll have a good
time. The Kick Off Club is having a fish fry and auction on
August 28 at 6 pm at Mirza. Hope you’ll come out and
support them. Good food and fellowship. CSSA will be
here before you know it. Join us in Oklahoma City, August
19 thru 21 for more fun in 21. Ceremonial is October 2nd
this year. Hope you’ll come out and help us welcome our
new candidates and help them celebrate as the become
new nobles of Mirza. Hope to see you soon. Let’s help our
kids Aim for the clouds to make dreams come true. Having
lots of fun in 21.

Where does the time go? I can’t believe that the year is
halfway done. I would like to thank the Divan Ladies for
my luncheon. I couldn’t have dreamed of a better day. Oh
my, and all the surprises-what a wonderful day!! Thanks
to everyone who came to share the day with me, it will be
remembered forever. The Ball was so beautiful and amazing.
I feel so blessed to have that wonderful memory, too

Fraternally Yours
Illustrious Sir, Tom Zortz

For Our Ladies
Ladies! Come and join us on Oct 20, 2021 for a wreath
making session at the Temple while our men are in Stated
session! You will need a grapevine wreath, ribbon in
your desired color, wire or pipe cleaners that will match
your colors, and any other desired filler you may want!
If you have a glue gun that would help as well. Marilyn
Cifelli will be there to help lock us all in and help us make
ribbon bows from scratch!.

DOES YOUR UNIT OR CLUB NEED
NEW MEMBERS?
NEW NOBLES ARE LOOKING FOR
A”HOME”,
REACH OUT TO THEM!!
If you are interested in a New Member list for
your Unit or Club
please contact the Mirza Office at 620-231-4180

We have a jammed packed couple of months coming up,
hope to see you at these events. In July, the Uniformed Units
Bingo and in August the Kick Off Club Fish Fry and Auction
are sure to be a lot of fun. The Sportsman Event is on August
7th. This is a big Fundraiser for Mirza and always a fun day.
Hope you’ll come out and support Mirza. The Divan Ladies
and I are looking forward to visiting with the Nobelles on
September 11th. We so enjoy your company. Hope to see
you then. The Ladies Luncheon for Ceremonial on October
2nd will be at the Blue Lodge this year. We’ve planned a fun
day for you, hope you can come. Don’t forget to call the
office to make your reservations. Having so much fun in 21.
TEAM WORk MAKES THE DREAM WORK. Hope to see you
soon.
Mirza’s First Lady,
Dee Zortz

Hello Brother Nobles and Ladies,
I am Nicholas A Harrison President of the SEKCATS Unit of
Mirza Shrine. The SEKCAT Unit is a bunch of Nobles who
enjoy specialized cars, trucks, motorcycles, and tractors or
anything with wheels. We meet every month a different
restaurant in Southeast Kansas on the 2 Thursday of each
month.
The SEKCAT Unit goes to Parades, car shows, and other
events that Mirza Shrine attends. We also have a Car Show
the 3rd Saturday in June, which will be the 19 June 17, 2021
this year. By the time you read this we will have already had
the Car Show, which is called Car Art in the Park.
We are always looking for Nobles who are looking to do
parades and help with the Car Art in the Park. We will be at
the Ceremonial this fall so come by our table and say hello.
Nicholas (Nick) Harrison President: SEKCATS

Mirza’s Web Address
www.MirzaShriners.com
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KICK-OFF CLUB
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FROM THE RECORDER’S DESK

By Darrell Orender PP, Secretary-Treasurer

It’s hard to believe it is July and this year is half over. Time
sure flies when you’re having Fun In ’21. It is good to see the
clubs & units back to meeting and enjoying Shrine fellowship.
By the time this is published the 2021 Kansas Shrine Bowl Summer is here, so let’s get out and enjoy it!!
will be history. A big THANK YOU to all of our Nobles By the time you read this, Shrine Bowl will be in the rear
& Ladies who worked the two player feeds, Hospital view mirror and your representatives will have returned
Experience, merchandise booths and all of the myriad of from the Imperial Session. But—some of the most fun and
tasks that need to be done to make the game activities exciting events for 2021 are yet to come. Uniform Units Bingo
successful.
fundraiser, the Sportsman’s Event, Mirza’s biggest & most
We want to salute Director Steve Aemissegger for his
twelve years of service to Mirza and the KSB. As many
of you know, there is a statutory limit on a KSB Director’s
tenure which Steve has reached. Steve will be succeeded
by Ill. Sir Rick Horn who will without doubt continue the
Mirza tradition of exemplary service. We wish him well as
he takes the baton.

fun fundraiser, CSSA in Oklahoma City, and very importantly,
Ceremonial.
We need petitions. Let’s get working on petitions, also don’t
forget restorations, those add up too.

Please come to our Stated Meetings and go to your Club or
Unit meetings. You will have a great time and get more out
of your membership in Mirza. Bring one of the new Nobles
from one of the last years’ Cold Sands ceremonials. Let
them know what a good time they will have. It is important
to mentor our new Nobles by bringing them to events and
The Kick-Off Club will have a fish fry fundraiser on August helping them “fit in” Mirza. Make sure that they have a 2021
28th at Mirza. This is our only fundraiser in 2021 and is Calendar Book so they can look and see what is happening in
needed for the Kick-Off club to continue Mirza’s great Mirza and the events they would like to attend.
support of the camp & game activities of the Kansas
The CSSA Ceremonial Session will be August 18-21 in OKC.
Shrine Bowl. SEE YOU THERE!!
Mirza will be staying at the La Quinta Inn, 808 S. Meridian.
Hope many of you can attend and enjoy the hospitality and
comradery. Take in some of the competitions if you can.
Our Annual Meeting & election of officers will be October
There are several to choose from, Clowns, Marching Patrols,
19th and is tentatively scheduled to be held at the Chicken
Keystone Kops and my favorite, Oriental Band.
Shack in Bronson. The Directors should have an update
on the 2021 game to present, as well as plans for then Thanks to all of you for your support. My door is always open
2022 game which will be in our backyard.
& I am here at your service
Fraternally,
Thank you for supporting the Kick-Off Club and the Kansas Darrell Orender, PP, Mirza Recorder
Shrine Bowl.

MEET BRENDA!!
For those who have not already visited or called into the
office, please meet our new Secretary, Brenda Deringer. If
the name sounds familiar, she is Noble Jeremy Deringer’s
mother. Brenda lives in Franklin and has been with Mirza
since April 1st. Brenda’s main functions are to keep tabs on
the Recorder, recruit hospital drivers and take care of the
needs of our Shrine Kids. As a bonus, she makes the Mirza
office a pleasant place to visit.
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Hospital Dad Meeting
Hospital Dads will meet

July 21, 2021 at 5:30 PM
Prior to Dinner and Stated Meeting

The Mirzan

CRAWFORD COUNTY SHRINE CLUB
By Darrell Orender PP, Vice President

Crawford County Shrine Club welcomed the Divan
visitation at our May meeting. It was nice to have our
Nile Princesses with us for this meeting as well. With
the Nile going dark in July & August we look forward to
having the Ladies with us for the summer. We have excellent catering for some of the best meals in Mirzaland.
(And also the best bar & bartenders)
Come join us on fourth Wednesdays and bring your
Lady. Ladies and especially our Nobelles are always welcome. We always accommodate our Nile Ladies & allow
them to dine first so they can get to their meeting.
Hope to see ya’all on July 28th.

The Mirzan
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2021 Mirza Unit Assignments
Jeff Thyer
Mark Stapleton
Mike Cotter
Don Wheeler
Jeremy Marshall
Thomas Circle
Randy McKee
Jason Johnson
Kevin King

C-K Clowns
Wind Wizards
ardly Able Fire Dept.
Past Masters
MG’s
Director’s Staff
SEKATS
Provost Guard
Oriental Band
Chefs
Three Wheelers
Krazy Karts

Mirza’s Web Address
www.MirzaShriners.com

Living Past Potentates

Donald Badders .......1989
Tommy Thompson ..1991
Jerry Skidmore .........1992
Francis DeMott ........1994
Randy Vogts .............1996
Johnny Gillham .......1997
Warren Rhuems ......2000
Paul Uttley ................2001
Gerald Hardy ...........2002
Jerry James ...............2004
Darrell Orender ......2005
Jerry Allison.............2006

John L. Lair .............2007
David Titus .............2008
Stan Jahay ...............2009
Les Thomas .............2011
David Hensley ........2012
Jim Kepley ...............2013
David Smith ............2014
Ron Venus ...............2015
Terry Quarles ..........2016
Mike Hamman .......2017
Randy Ervin ............2018
Mike Carnes.............2019
Rick Horn.................2020
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The MIRZAN MAGAZINE
is published quarterly by Mirza Shriners
110 W 5th • PO Box 776 • Pittsburg, KS 66762
Phone: (620) 231-4180 • Fax: (620) 231-4261
Email: mirzashriners@kscoxmail.com
Website: www.mirzashriners.com
Facebook.com/mirzashriners
Tom Zortz Illustrious Potentate
Darrell Orender Recorder

Mirza Chocolate Bars

Almond, Crisp, Carmel, Wafer, and Dark Chocolate
Bars Available from Clubs
and Units
Also available at Mirza
Office $1.00 each

YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE!!
go to www.MirzaShriners.com
Click on Pay Dues
There is a $3.30 convenience fee.

MIRZA MEDIA MASTERS
Does your Club or Unit need assistance with
advertising? Let us help!
We can help you with the following:
• Event Flyers
• Facebook
• Page on the Mirza Website
• Videos to advertise events
Contact us at
MCotter@MirzaShriners.com
Mike Cotter at (704) 267-5211

2021 CALL PARADES
June 26th Shrine Bowl @ Hutchinson
Aug 28th CSSA @ Oklahoma City
Sept 4th Thayer Homecoming
Sept 25th Chanute - Artist Alley
Oct 2nd Mirza Cerimonial
Oct 16th PSU Homecoming
Oct 30th Independence - Neowallah

Line-up...... Starts

09:00 am 10:00 am
09:00 am 10:00 am
09:00 am 10:00 am
10:00 am 11:00 am
10:00 am 11:00 am
09:00 am 10:00 am
10:00 am 11:00 am

Per bylaw any unit wanting to
parade outside of Shrine Call
Parades must attain the current
Potentate’s permission.
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A. Lusker Masonry, LLC
452 S. 210th Street
Frontenac, KS 66763
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Shrine Prayer
Our Gracious Heavenly Father, Supreme Architect of
the Universe.
We come humbly into your presence as Masons and
Shriners to ask your blessing on this gathering. We
pray that you will guide our deliberations here and that
our thoughts and actions will be pleasing in thy sight.
Dispel any discord that may here arise.
We ask O Lord, that your hand of healing and grace be
extended to the children under our care, for of such is
the Kingdom of Heaven.

Beltone Hearing Aid Centers
603 N. BOADWAY - PITTSBURG, KS 66762
620-232-1960
“The most trusted brand in hearing instraments for
over 75 years”
Midwest beltone.com
Illinois - Kansas - Missouri - Tennessee

We ask for your hand of protection to rest on each one
when we depart this place for our place of respective
places of abode.
Finally, we ask your blessing on the food we are about
to receive. May it be a nourishment to our bodies and
give us strength to continue in every good work.
We ask these things in your Holy Name,
Amen

MIRZA STATED MEETING DINNER
July 21, 2021 at 6:15 PM

Join your Shrine friends at Mirza for a complimentary dinner and fellowship before the Stated
Meeting

MIRZA STATED MEETING
Official Call of the Potentate
July 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM

Notice is hereby given that the Stated Session of Mirza Shriners will be held at the Shrine Center for the
transaction of such business as may come before the Nobility
Thomas D. Zortz, Potentate
Darrell Orender, PP, Recorder

10.

”Aim for the Clouds to Make Dreams Come True”

The Mirzan

HARDLY ABLE FIRE CO.
By Johnny Gillham, PP, Sec

What a relief it is!!!
We are finally able to meet again as a unit since the onset
of the COVID virus. I trust that those that wish to have the
shot have been able to schedule that.
Our meetings continue to be held at the Iola Masonic
Lodge on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. If you are in the
area drop in we always appreciate guests and remember
Ladies are always invited. Brother and now Noble Danny
prepares a delicious meal for us each month. We are
grateful to have talent that can provide for our meals.

LABETTE CO SHRINE CLUB
Dear Fellow Nobles,

Your help in restoring / rebuilding, the membership of a
fellow club is much in need. As our motto this year is “Fun
in ‘21”, it would be amazing to help this club achive this as
we have.
There is a group of Nobles that are interested in restoring
membership in the Labette County Shrine Club. This club
had been in existance for many years. However, as with
many civic and fraternal organizations, life has a way of
taking over and leading us in different paths.
This has caused the disbandment of this club. Thankfully, life
has lead the Nobles back. This is where all Nobles come in.
In the past, the Labette County Shrine Club met the 2nd
Tuesday of the month. As this was the Original date,
hopefully it can remain as such. Currently a group of Nobles
are planning on meeting at the Masonic Temple in Parsons,
KS on Tuesday, August 10th. Dinner will be served. All of
our Ladies will be warmly welcomed as well. The only thing
anyone needs to bring will be, yourself and your Lady, a
smile and a friendly Shriner grip where as “One May Know
Another In Darkness As Well As Light”. Please invite and
bring all Nobles and Nobelles that may wish to attend to
help build fellowship. Help us help kids by rebuilding the
Labette County Shrine Club.
Fraternally,
Tom Zortz
Potentate

We have participated in one parade to date. The annual
Stark Days parade during the Saturday before Memorial
Day. Noble Larry and Joanne always provide a nice
hospitality for us at the Grant Community Center. We
were blessed to have a new member Noble Kieth Babcock
riding with us on that day.
We also thank Noble Gary Hoffmeier for his work of
storing and also the fire truck cleanup that was done for
the parade season. The Unit really looks nice. “A tip of the
Fez” to Gary.
Also a “ Tip of the Fez” to PP Jerry Skidmore and his
group of helpers that take care of the onion sales for us.
We are also fortunate to have a business location “ Boren”s
Roofing” in Iola that allows us to use space and equipment
to unload and care for the onions as well as sell from a
prime location.
A look at the calendar provides many opportunities to
participate in Shrine activities in the coming months.
Highlights will be the Annual Kansas Shrine Bowl Game
and the Shriners Sportsmans event in August.
As events open up and people feel more comfortable get
out and enjoy the fun and fellowship of our numerous
Shrine activities.
We ask for healing of all things within our world. May
peace and harmony prevail and fun and fellowship abound
during 2021.

The Mirzan
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In Memorial
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When Allah calls then our freinds obey, And fold their tents
and steal away. To the land where the crystal waters flow,
Where the palms of Allah grow.
Harley R. Smith
Flower Mound, TX 5/20/2020 (Correction)
Kenneth York
Cuba, MO
4/27/2021
Larry Graham
Pittsburg, KS
4/30/2021
Bennie W. Manley
Afton , OK
1/29/2021 Notified 5/11/2021
Hoyt W. Wilhite
Buffalo, KS
5/12/2021
David R. Jackson
Lacygne, KS
6/10/2021

These We Do Not Forget
WHEN WE SPEAK OF THE SHRINERS HOSPITALS
Everyone connected with Shriners Hospitals for Children is invested in improving the lives of children. We want to reach
the children who need the expert care our health care system can provide; we want the public to understand our unique
approach and our commitment to the children and families we care for; and we want our donors and potential donors to
feel they are part of our special mission, and know their generosity is both needed and appreciated.
Those are important goals. In order to achieve them we need our messages to be accurate and consistent – from print
materials to electronic media.
It is imperative that we stress the expert, quality care provided at Shriners Hospitals for Children. We want our patients
to choose our hospitals because they believe they will receive the best care we have to offer, regardless of financial
considerations.
That said, the services provided by Shriners Hospital for Children are not free – we have a multimillion dollar budget for
patient care. And when the phrase “free care” is used it can be confusing, and dilute our messages, including our great need
for donors.
Here is the approved statement from our style guide on this topic:
“All care and services are provided regardless of the families’ ability to pay” is the correct phrase to use when describing the
cost of care. Do not use free, at no cost, at no charge or without financial obligation.
Please take a moment to check your materials, including your websites, and make sure we are all communicating
consistently. It is critically important to the strength and success of our message. If we all speak with one clear, consistent
voice, imagine the impact we could have.

November 20, 2021 will be our second annual Festival of Trees and we
need donations of wintery and/or Christmas themed crafts for both
inside and outside!! These will then be auctioned off to help fundraise
for this event! We will need all donations by November 5th so we
can prepare them for auction! For any questions call Cheryl Cotter
417-291-8611 or clc313@hotmail.com
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BOOSTERS HONOR ROLL

This space features names of person’s who have made a contribution toward making our
MIRZAN MAGAZINE - the finest in Shrinedom.
To be added to the list for one year mail $10.00 per name to:
Mirza Shriners: PO Box 776, Pittsburg, KS 66762
Thank You for your support!

The Mirzan
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NOBLES & LADIES:
Due to COVID concerns your Divan has not been able to visit
the Shrine Clubs to provide the opportunity for some of you to update your
BOOSTER subscriptions. Below is the list of expired subscriptions. If you wish
to continue to be on the BOOSTER page, please get with your Divan representative
or send $10 per name to the office to renew your subscription for one year.

The Mirzan Magazine is produced by the Media Masters Club
You support is greatly appreciated and needed to pay for printing and mailing.
We are always looking for help with the Mirzan and the Web Page. We need content contributers, photos,
editers and soforth.
If you would like to contribute to the Mirzan and or become a member of the Media Masters.
Please contact Mike Cotter
MCotter@MirzaShriners.com
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This will be held from 4 pm to 7 pm
at Mirza Shrine Center.
Admission will be $20 per person
(must be 21 to enter)

We will also have several food trucks parked outside.
We are in the process of contacting area Vineyards, Distilleries, and Breweries to set up. With the admission you
will receive a Mirza wine glass and four drink tickets. These tickets can be used to taste the fine libations that the
vendors will be pouring. Additional tickets can be purchased for more sampling fun and enjoyment. There will
also be a basket raffle. So far we have firm commitments from Blue Dog Wine, Flustered Blonde Winery, and
TJ’s Brew Distillery with many others checking their calendar.

Daughters of the Nile

Greetings from the 75th Queen of Azrim Temple #81, Debra Cummings. The year is off to a good start as Patsy Yount
completed her reign and I was installed on March 28. We held our first initiation ceremony on May 23 and welcomed three
new princesses. Our first fundraiser was held June 4th and 5th with a rummage sale at the Mirza Shrine Center. We enjoyed
visiting both the CC Nile and Tri-County Nile clubs, where their officers were installed. They provided great food, fellowship
and fun along with an auction.
Supreme was changed to virtual where Supreme Princess Royal Donna Kramer will be crowned Supreme Queen in Canada.
Her color is iridescent blue, her theme is the True North and we will be Donna’s Compass Roses. Her thought is that we are
all on life’s journey and often are faced with choices, by finding our true north we may be able to stay on the right path and
find are way.
Supreme Queen Donna will visit our temple on August 14th. We will hold a ceremony of initiation @ 3 p.m. at the Mirza
Shrine Center followed with a banquet at 5:30. We hope to see all of our ladies as we honor the Supreme Queen and welcome
their nobles to join us for the banquet.
We extend our gratitude to Mirza and all our nobles as we continue to work with them in supporting the children in the
hospitals. We appreciate the use of the temple in our endeavors. Congratulations to our Potentate for 2021 Tom Zortz and his
Lady Dee and we wish them a successful year.
Sincerely, Debra Cummings, Queen 2021
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